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Head Teacher’s Update

The primary role of any school 
is to enable students to achieve 

their personal best in formal 
qualifications. We were delighted 
to invite our former students to 
the recent Achievements Evening 
when we celebrated together 
the impressive results that they 
achieved in the summer GCSE 
exams. It was a pleasure to present 
certificates, shields and trophies 
to our worthy winners, especially 
to those whose progress had been 

outstanding across several subject 
areas.

At Maidenhill we celebrate and value 
so much more than GCSE results 
and a special mention must go to our 
Student Leaders 2015-16, who gave 
willingly of their own time to support 
the student body and represent 
Maidenhill at various events through 
the year.  The validations that were 
read out clearly showed what a 
great contribution the Student 
Leaders had made to the life of the 
school and how well they acted as 
role models for other students. We 
were also delighted that 8 of that 
year group volunteered to take part 
in the 4-week National Citizenship 
programme after their GCSE exams 
and during the summer holidays, 
August 2016; yet another example 
of how Maidenhill students commit 

to activities that benefit the whole 
community. 

Our new Student Leaders, 2016-
17, have already taken up their 
posts and they have impressively 
supported our new Year 7 students 
as they started in September, 
ensuring they quickly felt at home 
at Maidenhill. The Year 7 students’ 
feedback was overwhelmingly 
positive with many citing their 
thanks to the older students.

Pam Wilson, Head Teacher

STUDENT LEADERS 2016-17
Doverow
Olivia Allen, Oliver King
Frocester
Libby Underhill, Charlie-Mae Emery
Haresfield
Ewan Thomson, Alice Neale
Rodborough
Niamh Nicholls, Will McMurtrie

Achievements Evening

Aeryn Morgan - Humanities Award Alice Knight - Head Teacher’s award, 
Madeline Gloyne - Teachers’ Award

Elizabeth Gloyne - Support Teachers’ Award Jordan Marks - Governors’ Award Carrick Stimson-Machers 
- Performing Arts Award
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To encourage students to read 
for pleasure, a very successful 

Readathon sponsored read took place. 
Students rose to the challenge, reading 
many books and raising £250. 

Readathon, a nationwide charity, 
uses the sponsorship money raised 
to provide brand new books for 

children in hospital up and down the UK, as well as supporting charities 
who help seriously ill children. Maidenhill’s efforts will help get books 
to the children’s wards of hospitals like Gloucester Royal.  Readathon is 
based locally in Nailsworth and their storyteller, Michael Loader visited the 
school to thank Maidenhill students directly for their reading efforts. 

Maidenhill constantly looks for ways to boost students’ enjoyment 
of reading.  There’s a buzz about books now, with students swapping 
favourites and recommending others.  Like any school, we have students 
who have to spend time in hospital now and again, so doing Readathon 
seemed a natural ‘fit’.  Watching Year 7 students’ rapt faces as the 
Readathon storyteller led a workshop was an unexpected bonus for 
Maidenhill and a complete pleasure.

Catherine Escott-Allen, Librarian

Maidenhill Readathon Creative Writing 
Workshop

On Friday 21st October, 
Year 11 students took part 

in a creative writing workshop 
with a lecturer from the 
University of Gloucestershire 
to inspire us and influence our 
imaginative writing ready for the 
English Language exam in May.  
During this time we worked 
in groups of mixed students 
to brainstorm characters for 
stories and plots invented by 
students following topics given 
to us by the lecturer.  Overall, 
the experience was useful when 
refreshing our knowledge and 
it has brought us confidence for 
our upcoming English mock.

Hayley Cooper, 11FMS

Congratulations to our new 
school council members and 

well done to everyone who took 
part in the hustings.  The votes 
have been counted and in some 
communities the results were very 
close indeed. The speeches were 
excellent and so many students put 
themselves forward for the good of 
the school community.

Becoming an International 
Representative
I initially decided to put my name 

forward for school council, with 
the intention of representing the 
school community by making sure 
that all students had their views 
heard and Maidenhill values of 
tolerance and opportunity were 
promoted.  I’m really looking 
forward to future council meetings 
and I particularly look forward to 
future co-operation with fellow 
students and staff.

Prior to the school council 
elections, I composed the essential 
aspect of every electoral campaign; 
a speech.  In my speech I tried 
to combine eloquence with 
persuasion in order to get the 
support of my fellow students.  
I also ensured that my speech 
promoted my ideas for the 
future of the school and clearly 
explained my values as a member 
of Maidenhill School.

I am deeply honoured by my 
appointment as the International 
Representative on the school 
council.  I also wish to express huge 
gratitude to everyone who voted 
for me! 

Adam Kicman, 11HLM

STUDENT COUNCIL 2016-17
Doverow
Tom Organ, Liam Court
Frocester
Simon Bermingham, Hayley Cooper
Haresfield
Amy Frost, George Sutton
Rodborough
Lil Herbert, Ashton Clifford

Chair - Mrs Ward/Mr Rome
Governor - Mrs Gloyne
Sports - Toni-Jenna Laming-Mann
Y6/7 Transition - Freya Cook
School Leaders - Libby Underhill
International - Adam Kicman
Digital Learning - 
Cameron Bourne
Performing Arts - Zoe Barton
Learning - Owen Osborne
Anti-Bullying - Leah McLamon

School Council 2016-17
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On Friday 11th November, 
Horrible History club went 

on a trip to the Edward Jenner 
Museum in Berkeley.  We went 
there as part of the “Jenneration” 
project which encourages young 
people to help make improvements 
to the museum. We had a tour of the 
house and gardens and discussed 

our ideas for improving the museum for younger visitors and school 
groups.  We are excited to be working with the Edward Jenner Trust in 
the future and contributing to changes at the museum

Samuel Banks, 10RAM

Black History Month

In October Black History month 
was marked in school through 

a tutor time activity. Students 
then had the chance to follow 
this up by entering a competition 
to research some of the ways 
in which black individuals have 
changed history. Individuals to 
research included Harriet Tubman 
who helped hundreds of African-
Americans escape from slavery; 
Daniel Williams who was a heart 
surgery pioneer; Thomas Elkins 
who invented the refrigerator 
and Charles Drew who worked 
in developing blood banks across 
the USA. 

The competition winners were: 
1st place: Natalie Brint 
and Jacob Tremlin
2nd place: Liam Emery 
and Ria Coneley
3rd place: Tom Gregory 
and Luke Hamblin

Horrible History Club visit Edward Jenner museum

Pitt Rivers Museum

On 21st September Year 
10 and Year 11 Art GCSE 

students visited the Pitt Rivers 
Museum which is within Oxford 
University and is a museum of 
ethnology and anthropology, 
meaning the study of people.

I researched how people change 
their identity through masks, 
tattoos, piercings and outfits such 
as the Samurai suits and mourning 
dresses.  The thing that stood out 
to me the most was the Netsuke.  
Netsukes are small Japanese china 
sculptures that were attached 
to Kimonos as decorative pieces.  
My favourite objects were the 
Samurai and Katanas.  I enjoyed 
these because the history behind 
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Remembrance Day 2016

The school marked 
Remembrance Day in November 

with a week of assemblies focused 
on how WWI changed lives in 
our local community. We are very 
grateful to the Stonehouse Local 
History Group who provided 
the school with a wealth of 
information about life in Stonehouse 
during WWI including a display 

which was put up all week in the hall. Through assemblies, students 
were encouraged to reflect on the impact of war on our community, 
local families and individuals, and how we show our respect during 
Remembrance by wearing poppies and observing a two minute silence 
on 11th November. Two of our students leaders, William McMurtrie 
and Charlie-Marie Emery, represented the school at the Remembrance 
service in Stonehouse and laid a wreath at the local war memorial.

them is fascinating and exciting to 
look at. I also enjoyed researching 
the shrunken heads. A more 
barbaric side of the museum, 
the shrunken heads are made by 
shrinking the faces of enemies and 
are often stitched on animal skulls 
with real hair.

Later in the day we went to 
Oxford’s main shopping district 
where were able to have a look 
around the beautiful city.

Charity Bond-Thorley, 10HRE
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Stroud Ambitions 2016

Year 9 is generally when 
students at school must 

for the first time, choose what 
academic or vocational subjects 
they want to pursue for the rest of 
their compulsory school life. These 
choices can determine their future 
interests and paths they take into 
higher education and employment.

On Wednesday 9th November, 
our Year 9s attended the Stroud 
Ambitions event, which is the 
biggest careers event in the 
district, providing a unique 
opportunity for our students 
to talk to experts from many 
employment sectors, gaining 
advice from independent careers 
advisers, apprenticeship providers, 
universities and local colleges.

The event aimed to provide a 
comprehensive guide to future 
employment and further study or 
skills development and certainly 
helped our students to find the 
support and information they need 
ready to take their next steps.
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Stonehouse Arts Festival “Coming and Going”

The Stonehouse Arts Festival, in its 
third year, ran from June 28th to July 

2nd, alongside the “Paint the Town Pink” 
week for Breast Cancer Awareness.

Maidenhill joined forces with Stonehouse 
Community Partnership (SCP), the 
Shrubberies, Park Infant and Park Junior 
Schools to create a range of community 
murals and sculptures which were 
showcased on the war memorial green and 
in the High Street Medical Centre.

Our aim was to create a group sculpture 
about how people from all over the world come to live, work and visit 
Stonehouse and how the people of Stonehouse go to work, live and 
holiday in countries on every continent.

The 2011 census shows us that there are people from every continent 
except Antarctica living and working in the Stroud Valleys.

As an industrial centre, the Stroud and Stonehouse district has made 
and exported goods to many parts of the world.  In the past, 150 
mills produced cloth for export as far away as China.  Today over 400 
companies in the district continue to make goods for export.  The flow of 
goods to and from the district is also reflected in the way people settle 
and migrate.

The students created this piece in a number 
of workshops culminating in a morning of 
shared working at Maidenhill School when 
the students of all ages joined together to 
create individual figures for each country 
which reflect something of that country’s 
character, population and geography.



Congratulations to our new Sports Leaders for 2016-17
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Longfield Games

Year 8 students have worked 
hard to raise money for 

Alzheimers Society, Parkinson’s 
UK and Cancer Research 
to support the Longfield 
charity (formerly Cotswold Care 
Hospice).  Longfield provides 
specialist services for people 
living with a life-limiting illness 
in Gloucestershire, 365 days per 
year.

The students raised £705 and 
also competed in a “total wipeout” 
style competition held on 
Wednesday 13th July at the Walls 
Social Club.  Competition was 
fierce as primary and secondary 
school teams took on 12 wacky 
obstacles and skills challenges 
such as Build a Burger, the Giant 
Wheel, Sumo Challenge, the 
Puzzler, Stepping Stones and 
much more with Maidenhill School 
coming first.

Students competing were Ellie 
Luff, Jake Tombs, Ruby Gaulder, 
Harrison Melendez, Abby 
Bennett, Florian Rosch-Iles, 
Marly Churchill, Cameron Lusty, 
Emily Southey, Evelin Miccoli, Kit 
Thomas and Tia Smith.

Being a Year 10 Sports Leader 
gives the opportunity to guide 

and support Maidenhill students 
with their enjoyment of sport and 
physical activity. Throughout the 
year they will be assisting with the 
organisation and running of inter-
community competitions along 
with primary school activities. 
They are all very proud to be 
wearing a Sports Leader badge 
and look forward to promoting the 
importance of participation for all 
students.

SPORTS LEADERS 2016-17
Doverow
Tyler Stanton, Katie Bailey, Jodie 
Bailey, Jack Stopford

Frocester
Liam Stoner, Abbi O’Neill, Tia Allen, 
Olivia Price, Jack Jones

Haresfield
Ellie Law, Harry Scotford-Smith, 
Isaac Henderson, Millie Jones, 
Marcus Nee

Rodborough
Fatima Benchikh, Mollie Brown, Sam 
Beard, Mya Casey, Kate Hurn

Rugby

The Year 7 and Year 8 rugby teams have demonstrated a positive 
commitment towards school rugby this year and have played to 

a good standard during both their training sessions and after-school 
fixtures.  The Year 7 team enjoyed three mini games against Archway 
School and played in a very competitive manner resulting in a final score 
of 10 points each.  The Year 8 team built on their success from the 
previous year and it has been encouraging to see how well the team have 
adapted themselves to playing the full recognised version of the game 
against some very tough opposition from Marling, Rednock, Archway 
and KLB.  It has been a pleasure watching the Year 8 team develop as a 
committed squad of rugby players and their enthusiasm within training 
and matches has been fantastic.  Well done boys.

The Year 9 Boys’ rugby team has also had several successes against 
Stroud schools and this has all been achieved due to their commitment at 
training and outstanding team work. Well done boys.

Year 8 Boys’ Rugby Team Year 9 Boys’ Rugby Team

Cross Country

Year 7, 8 and 9 Cross 
Country trials were held at 

Archway School.  Jake Tombs has 
progressed through to compete in 
the District Cross Country Trials 
on the 10th December.
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Our Year 8 students watched the performance of Chelsea’s Choice 
on Thursday, 17th November, to raise awareness around Child 

Sexual Exploitation.

The drama told the story of a group of three students who discover 
the diary of a girl called Chelsea. Chelsea was a young girl who, having 
fallen out with her friends and family, was approached by a man called 
Gary. Gary was older, owned a car, had a flat and treated her like an 
adult. Unfortunately, Gary was not what he seemed to be! Chelsea’s 
story is played out and examined by the three students along with their 
teacher in an attempt to understand what happened to Chelsea and 
how it could have been prevented.

Definitely Eric Geddis

We had the opportunity to 
take part in the school play 

– Definitely Eric Geddis. As we are 
in Year 7 we wanted to try new 
things, so we auditioned and got 
the parts as a hairdresser, Honey, 
dancers and extras. We started the 
rehearsals, not knowing whether 

E-Safety

In October, parents were 
invited to an engaging session 

run by an expert from The South 
West Grid for Learning (SWGfL), 
part of the wider UK Safer 
Internet Centre. In school we 
endeavour to provide the skills 
to navigate the online world, and 
safety is a very important part 
of that. 

What are Snapchat, Instagram, 
Omegele and Vine? What are the 
pluses and minuses? What about 
Apps? Do I need to monitor 
them? Is filtering or monitoring 
what my son/daughter does 
always a good idea? At what 
age do I buy them a mobile 
phone? Why is GTA5 not a game 
for young children? These are 
amongst some of the questions 
raised by parents and answered 
by experts.

In school our internet use is 
monitored by Impero.

we would enjoy it or not. As we 
carried on in our parts we found 
that we enjoyed it a lot and looked 
forward to performing.

Each week we went to rehearsals 
and gradually got better, learning 
our lines and getting to know our 

characters. Other students have 
been very kind, helping us with our 
parts and our scenes. This helped 
us feel welcomed to Maidenhill 
and we now have more confidence 
at school. We think the school 
play has helped us in learning and 
making friends. We have made 
friends with other students in the 
play above our year group too. 
As we are writing this we are a 
week away from the performances 
so if you came we hope you enjoyed 
it as much as we did making it. 

Lara-Mae Matthews and Zoe Barton



TERM 3
Tuesday 3rd January Start of Term 3

Tuesday 10th January Mock Results Day

Tuesday 10th January Y11 Music Performance – 6pm

Thursday 12th January Y11 Parents’ Evening

Monday 16th January Y11 Photographs

Thursday 19th January Full Governing Body Meeting – 5pm

Tuesday 24th January Maidenhill Friends’ Meeting – 7pm

Wednesday 1st February Y11 Hospitality Event and Rotary 
 Afternoon Tea

Tuesday 7th February Safer Internet Day

Wednesday 8th February Choices Evening

Friday 10th February  End of Term 3 

TERM 4
Monday 20th February Start of Term 4

Tuesday 21st February Y11 Theatre Visit

Tuesday 28th February Y8 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 2nd March Y7 Bring your Parent  

 to School Day

Wednesday 15th March Y9 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 16th March Full Governing Body 
 Meeting – 5pm

Friday 7th April – Monday 10th April 
 Paris Visit

Friday 7th April End of Term 4

Maidenhill School,  Kings Road, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire, GL10 2HA           Tel:  01453 822469
If you would like to receive a copy of this newsletter by email, please contact office@maidenhill.gloucs.sch.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
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Maidenhill Friends 
organised a very enjoyable 

Craft Fair and Bingo evening in 
November. There was a variety 
of crafts on offer and parents, 
students and staff were able 
to do some early Christmas 
shopping. The bingo, called by 
Paul Stephens, had everyone 
laughing and the event was 
resoundingly fun! With raffle 
prizes on offer, few people went 
home empty handed.

Maidenhill Friends were pleased 
to support the school production 
with refreshments and will also 
be supporting the Christmas 
concert at the end of term. 
They will be at Stonehouse 

Goodwill Festival along with the 
School Choir on Saturday 3rd 
December.

Recently the Friends have 
presented some bright red 
beanbags for students to use in 
the library and have also agreed 
to fund a tablet computer for the 
Journalism Club.

Our next meeting is at The 
Woolpack Inn on 24th January 
2017 at 7pm. Our meetings 
are informal and provide an 
opportunity to meet with other 
parents and to discuss our next 
activities. Please come along and 
join us.

Wishing you an 
enjoyable and 

peaceful holiday 
from everyone at 

Maidenhill

Season’s
Greetings


